Year 12 History Task – The Wars of the Roses
The Wars of the Roses: Pre-Reading and Preparation

Read the attached article The Wars of the Roses carefully before completing the tasks below. The aim is to develop your knowledge of the period and begin thinking like an A Level historian.

PART A: Knowledge Check

1. Why was Henry V regarded as a successful king?
2. What problems had developed in England by 1450?
3. Why did Cade’s Rebellion take place?
4. What were the main weaknesses of Henry VI as king?
5. Why did conflict develop between the Dukes of York and Somerset?
6. What was significant about the First Battle of St Albans (1455)?
7. Why did many nobles continue to support Henry VI despite his weaknesses?
8. Why was the Battle of Towton important?
9. Why did Warwick rebel against Edward IV?
10. How did Henry Tudor become king in 1485?

PART B: Chronology Challenge

Create a timeline covering the period 1415–1485.
Include at least 10 key events.

For each event, write:
• The date
• A brief description (1–2 sentences)
• Why it was important

PART C: Thinking Like a Historian

Read the following quotation from the article:
“The wars were fought by serious people for serious reasons.”
Answer:
1. What does this quotation suggest about the motives of the nobles?
2. Does the article present the nobles as selfish or responsible? Explain.
3. What evidence in the article supports your view?

(Approx. 200 words.)

