
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to A Level Art at The Weston Road Academy! 
 
 
What is A level Art?  
 
A Level Art is about looking, learning, thinking and communicating. You will 
enjoy developing your understanding of the visual world, learning practical 
skills and responding to ideas and issues in ways that are personal to you.  
 
A Level Art offers opportunities to use your creativity to express yourself. You 
will develop your understanding of creative processes, your ability to observe 
and to think, to solve problems and to communicate in a visual way. It will 
enable you to work independently and to make your own discoveries by 
exploring ideas, other artists’ work and different materials and techniques.  
 
Art gives you the skills and knowledge to create personal and imaginative 
work. If you have an adventurous, creative and enquiring mind and are 
excited by shaping and determining the visual world around us, there is a 
career opportunity waiting for you.  
 
Students will produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more 
areas of study, for example, drawing, painting, mixed-media, sculpture, 
ceramics, installation, printmaking, moving image (video, film, animation) 
and photography.  
 
A Level Assessment  
 
Component 1 you will develop work for a personal investigation into an idea, 
issue, concept or theme supported by written material. This will count for 60% 
of your total A level marks. 
 
Component 2 you will produce personal work in response to one of eight 
exciting starting points externally set, which will count for 40% of your total A 
level marks.  
 
 



Your ART Bridging Unit 
 
This is going to be the start of your component 1 (60% of the A Level), this 
work will be used to develop your work further in September.  
First of all DO NOT PANIC!  
The tasks below are pieces of work which will allow you to show off your 
creativity, skill and understanding of Art work and processes.  
 
Task 1 – Purchase a sketchbook 
 
Purchase an A3 hard back (spiral or case bound) sketchbook (portrait or 
landscape), this will be used throughout the course and presented for 
assessment so the quality of every page inside needs to be of the highest 
possible standard! (we have loads of examples to show you).  
 

PLEASE LEAVE THE FIRST PAGE IN YOUR SKETCHBOOK BLANK 
 
Task 2 – Artist Research  
 
Present a double page of research on any artist associated with Photorealism 
and ‘FIGURATIVE’ (you will be given some artists as starting points on the 
taster day – if you are unable to attend the taster day, please email us for the 
list).  
This double page needs to include the following:  

➢ A title (name of the artist).  

➢ A recreation of one of the artist’s pieces of work in whatever material 
you wish (your choice of size – no smaller than A7). 

➢ Handwritten information about your chosen 

➢ Selected colour images of their work.  

➢ Written section with your own thoughts, opinions and feelings about 
the work.  
Think about:  
Content: what stimulus has the artist used to produce this work? Does 
the content have a deeper meaning? Is the subject matter realistic? 
Does it address any issues?  
Form: how has the work been put together? Has colour been used and 
in what way? Do you find the work pleasing? Why?  

Process: what is the work made of? What materials, techniques and 
processes have been used?  

Mood: how is the work affecting you and why? Does it capture a mood 
or feeling? Does the work link to an experience from your life or in 
another piece of art work, music, drama or literature? Can you imagine 
what the artist was feeling like?  

Please use interesting and relevant presentation and use of media and 
materials. 

 
 



Task 3 - Photography 
 
Take a series of photographs (minimum 10) in colour – the subject matter 
must be inspired/influenced by your chosen artist. Think about taking close 
up photos as well as wide shots – you don’t have to get all the subject matter 
in the picture as well as taking the photo from different viewpoints. You can 
choose to digitally manipulate the images if you wish, just make sure you 
indicate which are manipulated and ensure you have added in the original 
RAW photograph. 
 
Present these in your sketchbook over 2 pages. Ensure that your photos are 
clear and high quality. You may present these in any manner as long as you 
feel it is appropriate to the theme / subject matter.  
 
 
 
Task 4 – Observational drawing / Material experimentation 
 
From you own photographs: 
 
Create 1 A5 observational drawing with tone, using your own photos as 
reference  
Create 1 A5 OR A4 piece of work, using any media you choose (drawing / 
paint / collage / mixed media / ink – whatever you want) onto ANY surface 
you choose, you do not have to work on white paper (you could use 
newspaper / sand paper / coloured paper / textured paper / fabric etc). 
 
 

The bridging unit contains a lot of work, you should spend enough time on 
each task to show your commitment to your studies & to prepare for the 
demands of the A Level course. 
 
Good luck & if you need anything, feel free to email us. 
 
See you in September, 
 
Mrs N Tracey / Mrs T Owen / Miss S Rhead 
 
ntracey@westonroad.staffs.sch.uk 
 
towen@westonroad.staffs.sch.uk 
 
rrhead@westonroad.staffs.sch.uk 
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