‘Othello’
Summer Studies
To alleviate your boredom over the endless summer we would like you to work on these tasks!
1. Please get yourself a copy of ‘Othello’ and read it. It will be your copy so aid your learning by annotating it. Do not expect to understand every Shakespearean syllable, but have a good working knowledge of the plot, who’s who, and what they do. Avoid using a study guide or t’internet for this; you can use back-up later!

2. Once you have read the text, complete the ‘Memorable Moments’ sheet. Your answers only need to be brief so write on the sheet.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Return to the text and complete the ‘Quotation Quest’ booklet. TOP TIP:  have this by your side during your first read-though.

4. Then conduct some research on the position of women in Shakespeare’s time (the Jacobean period): use the ‘What was life like for women…?’ sheet. Conduct your own research and makes ONE side of handwritten notes.
[image: Image result for cartoon cocktails]
5. Finally, read the ‘MEN AND WOMEN IN OTHELLO’ booklet and then analyse each quotation in the booklet by relating it to ‘perceptions of women’ and ‘women’s social position and political status’.

Enjoy your summer! 
‘What was life like for women in the Jacobean period?’
Make one side of handwritten research notes

1. Explain what a patriarchal society is.

2. Make your notes along the lines of the following:

· How were women viewed in society?
· What kind of employment were women allowed to have? What appears to have been their role and function?
· What were their relationships with fathers, brothers, sons and other male relatives based on?
· What was marriage like in the Jacobean period? Could women divorce? If they were unhappy, what was the only way out of their lives?
· What would happen if her family disowned a woman?

3. Briefly note down how the male characters in ‘Othello’ treat the female characters Desdemona, Emilia and Bianca.



 


image1.jpeg




